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Hints to Help You Navigate Through Your First Year at Hall 

 

ATTENDANCE: 

 

What if my child will be late for school? 

 1.  Call the attendance office at 860-232-4561 ext. 6599 or 

 2.  Write your child a note and have him/her bring it to the attendance       

  office upon their arrival to school. 

 

What if my child will be absent from school? 

 1.  Call the attendance office; or 

 2.  Write your child a note and have him/her bring it to the attendance office upon 

  their return to school.  If your child will be out more than 3 days, you may  

 make arrangements through the attendance office to pick up homework  

           assignments.            

     

What if my child misses the bus? 

 Before school: you will have to make your own arrangements for transportation to 

 the school.  Missing the bus in not considered an excused tardy to school. 

After School:  there is a 4 p.m. late bus (3:00 p.m. on Wednesday) that picks up 

students at the front of the school.  Students must have a specific reason for staying 

late. e.g., participating in an afterschool activity, getting extra help, or going to the 

Afterschool Homework Center.   Questions regarding school transportation should 

be directed to the transportation office at  (860) 561-6647. 

 

SCHEDULING: 

 

 What is the process for course selection for my child? 

 Each year in December/January, counselors distribute the Program of Studies 

 booklet to students.  Beginning in late January, students select their courses for 

 the following year.  Course selections are then sent home for parents to review 

 with their child.  Students receive their schedules on the first day of school.  

 Questions regarding course selection should be directed to your child’s school 

 counselor. 

 

How many classes is my child expected to take? 

There are 8 periods in the school day (typically, 5 or 6 courses plus PE and lunch).  

Students are strongly encouraged to have a lunch period each day to reduce stress, 

provide opportunities for socializing, and other health reasons.  In order for a student 

to not have a lunch period and take a class in its place, parents must sign a waiver and 

be aware that food is not allowed in classrooms.  Please refer your child to their school 

counselor if they need to discuss this issue further. 

 

 



What if I am concerned that my child has no friends in his/her classes? 

 Scheduling is done randomly and an accommodation to be with specific friends is 

 difficult.  If there is a problem with your child’s schedule, it will be looked at on an 

 individual basis.  Please refer your child to their school counselor. 

   

SOCIAL: 

 

What if I’d like to encourage my child to get involved in school activities, clubs, and/or 

sports? 

A student club & activities booklet is handed out at New Student Orientation. Clubs 

and activities are also listed on the Hall website.  http://hall.whps.org. For more 

information, suggest that your child meet with the Career Center/Student Activities 

Coordinator in the Career Center.  Volunteer opportunities and job openings are     

posted outside of the student activities office.  For information about sports, suggest 

that your child stop by the athletic office. 

 

What if I am concerned that my child is being harassed? 

Instruct your child to see the school counselor or assistant principal immediately.  If 

they  are not comfortable doing this, please call either staff member yourself. 

 

What if I am concerned that my child may be involved in risky behavior (drugs, 

alcohol, etc.)? 

 Share your concerns with the school counselor, assistant principal, school 

psychologist, or social worker immediately. 

 

ACADEMIC: 

 

What if I want to check on my child’s academic progress? 

The most effective way to communicate with teachers is through e-mail or voice mail.  

E-mail addresses for school staff are: first name_last name@whps.org.  A voice mail/e-

mail listing is available on the Hall website. In addition, performance can be  

monitored by logging on to the parent portal. 

 

Powerschool: 

 Powerschool is the student information system. The Parent Portal allows parents to 

use any computer with internet access to view their child’s academic progress on an 

ongoing basis. http://powerschool.whps.org  If you have any questions accessing 

Powerschool please call the main office.  860-232-4561 

 

Initial Parental Sign up: 

 Step 1: Completed by the Main Office 

 Step 2: Go to the Hall Website, Click on tab for Parents, Click on Powerschool, 

Create account at the top, Create account tab at the bottom, in the upper section 

enter personal information, user name and password then re-enter password.   

http://powerschool.whps.org/


In the lower section: enter student name, Access ID (Supplied by the Main Office.  

Access Password (Supplied by the Main Office), Relationship: Parent, etc., Click 

Enter 

 

Parent has an account but forgot password: 

 Step 1: Office Staff has to reset password 

 Step 2: Parent types: User Name, and the word “password”, an orange box pops up 

“Your password has been reset by an administrator”  

 Step 3: Parent types the word Password,  Enter New Password: ,  Confirms New 

Password 

 

What if my child needs extra help from his/her teachers? 

Teachers are very accommodating.  Some teachers are available before school, some 

are available after school, and some are available during the school day.  Your child 

should make arrangements directly with his/her teacher to receive extra help.  Our 

Homework Center is open on M, T, Th, F: 2:15-4:00 PM; W:  12:48-3:00 PM. 

 

When are progress reports issued and who gets them? 

Mid-way through each quarter, parents will be mailed their child’s progress report. 

 

When are report cards issued? 

Report cards are issued approximately one week after the close of each quarter.   

 

What are the homework expectations at the high school level? 

Expectations vary from course to course.  Homework expectations are included in 

your child’s syllabus for each course.  Concerns/questions about homework should 

be discussed directly with your child’s teacher. 

 

Who will guide us through the post-secondary planning process? 

Post-secondary planning with your child’s counselor begins as soon as you and your 

child start high school.  Students and parents are strongly encouraged to attend all 

guidance programs (day and evening). Check the Hall website regularly for 

important information and guidance related events. 

 

What are AP classes and should my child take one? 

AP (Advanced Placement) classes are college level courses generally offered to juniors 

and seniors.  Students who are interested in earning college credit must score at a 

certain level on the AP exam to be eligible for college credit.  Your child should 

consult with her/her counselor about AP classes. 

 

How do I get involved in my child’s education and in the life of the school? 

   Join the PTO and attend meetings and events. 

   Check the Hall website regularly for important information. 

   Attend sporting, art, music and theatre events. 

   Attend specific grade level counseling meetings. 



   Communicate with your child’s teacher and counselor when needed. 

   Sign up for parent conferences offered in November and February.     

   Monitor your child’s performance, study skills, and homework habits. 

  Monitor your child’s attendance, and call in their absences within 24 hours, or     

write a note and have your child bring it to the attendance office upon their return. 

  Be familiar with the rules and regulations of the school and the district found in 

    the parent handbook that can be accessed through the school website. 

    www.whps.org 

  Seek assistance from school personnel to help your child be successful, if needed. 

 

 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

To graduate from West Hartford Public Schools, a student must have satisfactorily earned 

a minimum of 21.75 credits and must have met the credit distribution requirement.  

Students must also fulfill State Mandated Standardized Testing.   

 

Credit Distribution:  

The following courses are required to meet graduation requirements: 

 English   4 credits 

 Mathematics   3 credits 

 Science   2 credits 

      1 credit in physical science 

      1 credit in life science 

 Arts, Business, and/or Technical Education 1 credit 

 

 Social Studies   3 credits 

        1 credit in Modern World History 

      1 credit in U.S. History 

      .5 credit in American Government 

      .5 credit social studies elective 

 Physical Education and Health  1.75 credits 

 Electives   7 credits 

 

EARNING CREDIT 

Each course carries a designated amount of credit.  A full year course carries 1 credit and 

a 1 semester course carries .5 credit, except P.E. and Health, which carries .25 credit per 

semester. 

 

Upon recommendation of the high school principal and approval of the superintendent 

of schools, a requirement for graduation may be met in part, on an equivalency basis, as 

indicated in the administrative regulations.   

 

Students transferring from a school requiring fewer than 21.75 credits for graduation 

must consult with their counselor to determine what courses are needed to meet our 

graduation requirements. 

http://www.whps.org/


 

Credits needed to graduate from Hall High School will be based on the average number 

of credits required per year from the feeder school plus an average of 5.5 credits per year 

at Hall High School.  Credits earned over and above the required number from the feeder 

school may be applied toward the elective requirements at Hall High School. 

 

COURSE LOAD 

In a four-year program, a minimum of 5.5 credits is mandatory, however, we encourage 

students to take six courses plus physical education and lunch.  For all students, care 

should be taken in the selection of courses to provide broad experiences, as well as special 

interests.  Consult with your teachers and counselor when selecting courses.  All students 

should consider courses in fine arts (art, music, or humanities), business education, 

family and consumer science, and technology. 

 

TYPICAL COLLEGE REQUIREMENTS 

ENGLISH:  4 credits 

MATHEMATICS:  3-4 credits 

SCIENCE:  3-4 credits 

SOCIAL STUDIES:  3-4 credits 

WORLD LANGUAGE: 2-4 credits 

 

LEVEL CHANGES 

All level changes are subject to administrative approval in collaboration with the 

classroom teacher, department supervisor, school counselor, and parent. Space 

availability may also be a factor.   When students level changes grades will follow to the 

new class.  Students must continue to attend all classes currently on their schedule while 

any change is being reviewed. 

 

DROP POLICY 

Students may drop a course without penalty (i.e. receiving a “WF”) during the first 10 

school days of each semester as long as they maintain 5 classes plus P.E. in their schedule.  

The teacher, department supervisor, school counselor, and parent will be involved in the 

process prior to the final decision being made by an administrator.  Students must 

continue to attend all classes currently on their schedule while the request for a schedule 

change is being reviewed. 

 

GRADING SYSTEM 

The following grading system is currently in use.  Please note: plus and minus is not 

computed into GPA. 

Letter Grade  Numerical Equivalent 

      A+                97-100 

      A                 93-96 

      A-                 90-92 

      B+                 87-89 

      B                 83-86 



      B-                 80-82 

      C+                 77-79 

      C                  73-76 

      C-                 70-72 

D+                67-69 

      D                 63-66 

      D-                 60-62 

      F                 0-59 

 

*Grades for Health are included in the GPA, grades for PE are not included in the GPA 

 

Hall High School Bell Schedule 

M,T,R,F - 2:15 closing                  W - 12:48 closing 

Clear Corridor 7:25   Clear Corridor  7:25 

Period 1        7:30- 8:17                                 Period 1        7:30- 8:03 

Period 2        8:21- 9:08 Advisory      8:07 – 8:27  

Period 3        9:12-10:03 Period 2        8:31- 9:04 

**Announcement  9:12- 9:16 Period 3        9:08- 9:41 

Period 4       10:07-10:53 Period 4        9:45-10:18  

Period 5       10:57-11:43 Period 5        10:22-10:55 

Period 6       11:47-12:34 Period 6        10:59-11:32 

Period 7       12:38- 1:24 Period 7        11:36-12:09 

Period 8        1:28- 2:15 Period 8        12:13-12:48  

 

*Length of periods subject to change due to advisory homerooms, special events or 

programs, as needed. 

**Daily activities and events are announced to students at the beginning of period 3 and 

are also available on the Hall website. 

 

CELL PHONES AND ELECTRONIC MUSIC DEVICES: 

•  Cell phones (electronic communication devices) must be turned off and put away in 

classrooms to prevent disruptions to the learning environment except at the discretion 

of the teacher when deemed useful as an instructional tool. 

•  Cell phones may be used in the hallway during passing times only.  At all the other 

times cell phone use is restricted to the cafeteria and outdoors. 

•  Student safety is important at all times, as is maintaining a productive learning 

environment. Electronic music devices and earphones / earbuds may be used in the 

hallways unless they negatively impact safety or the learning environment, as 

determined by staff. Students should immediately remove earphones or earbuds at the 

request of any staff member. Refusal to do so will result in confiscation of the 

equipment and a disciplinary referral. 

 

 

 

 



 

Hall High School 

(860) 232-4561 

 

Principal 

Mr. Dan Zittoun – ext. 5101 

Assistant Principals 

Dr. Gretchen Nelson  (A-F) – ext. 5102 

  Ms. Shelley Solomon (G-N) – ext. 5104 

      Mr. John Guidry   (O-Z) - ext. 5103 

 

School Counselors 2015-2016 

Name Gr. 9 Ext. 

Mr. R. Ryan Carlson A-Ca 5137 

Mrs. Heather Alix Cb-D 5134 

Mrs. Amy Landers E-G 5132 

Mrs. Jessica Evans H-Las 5133 

Mrs. Christine Mahler Lat-Mo 5131 

Ms. Amanda Williams Mp-P 5130 

Mrs. Samantha Nebiolo Q-Sta 5135 

Mr. John Suchocki Stb-Z 5129 

 

Department Supervisors 

 English .................................................... Dr. Kris Nystrom, 860-232-4561 Ext. 5150 

 Math ........................................................ Mrs. Patricia Susla, 860-232-4561 Ext. 5147 

 Science ................................................... Mr. Michael Rollins, 860-232-4561 Ext. 5146 

 Social Studies ......................................... Dr. Chad Ellis, 860-232-4561 Ext. 5148 

 World Language ...................................... Mrs. Lucy Cartland, 860-232-4561 Ext. 5149 

 Technology Education............................. Mr. Brian Cohen, 860-231-5104 

         Physical Education/Health ...................... Mrs. Lisa Daly, 860-561-6639 

 Visual Arts ............................................... Ms. Pamela Murphy, 860-561-6628   

          Music & Theatre Arts ............................... Mr. Andrew Mayo, 860-561-6629 

 School Counseling .................................. Mr. Tor Fiske, 860-232-4561 Ext.5128 

 Pupil Services ......................................... Mrs. Stacy Kellogg-Shove, 860-232-4561 Ext. 5122 

  

For additional information, please refer to the Hall website: www.whps.org 

 

Revised: 7/31/15 

http://www.whps.org/

