
PTO EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

11/3/16 
General Discussion 

Joy to put together school survey to be sent to Duffy community regarding how to spend surplus 
income from the October PNO event. Survey items were narrowed to 4 options: (1) lower 
basketball hoops, (2) a/c in cafeteria, (3) upstairs classroom redesign, and (4) technology. 
Additional suggestions were additional after school enrichment opportunities and field trip 
assistance funds. Board gathering information to decide how much surplus income to allocate to 
winning item.  

Need to explore guest speaker options for upcoming general PTO meetings this winter. 

PTO Board - no meeting in December. Date to be set for first week in January.  

Communication - is it effective? Too much/little? It was agreed that, until everyone on board with 
Konstella (or one platform), there will have to be overlapping technologies. 

Should we have a Multi-Cultural Family Night? Per Kristi and Christina, would prefer a theme to 
align with the curricular focus of deep learning and cultural competency vs. “snapshot” approach 
with food, tokens, etc. A Family Traditions Night that could include a family sharing cultural 
traditions if desired was discussed.  

Fundraising  
 
Per meeting with Kristi, Christina, Lauren, and Joy, Math Infusion fundraiser was discussed. 
Fundraiser will focus on need for new technology due to laptops in upper grades needing to be 
replaced sooner than expected. Soliciting direct donations to go to Math Infusion was agreed by 
those present to be preferred method. Family math night was discussed. 
 

PTC-Report (submitted by Jesse Archambeault) 

Primary topic was Math in West Hartford Public Schools  

High level points -- approach is less prescriptive and more conceptual 

Parents are urged not to help kids with math homework 
 
Curriculum growth in "math": coding, computer science, etc. 
 
Superintendent urged parents to take their kids to school events--plays, music athletic events  
 
Speakers:  Paul Vicinus (Asst. Super. for Curriculum), Anne McKernan (Dir. of Secondary Ed.), 
Kerry Jones (Dir. of Elementary Ed.), Monique Albani-Ethier (Dept. Supervisor for Secondary 
Math), Michelle Graveline (Dept. Supervisor for Secondary Math), Mary Lestini (Townwide 
Curriculum Spec.). Tom Moore (Superintendent) provided his thoughts on the start of the school 
year and conducted a brief Q&A.  



 

Volunteer Coordinators Report (submitted by Whitney Guida and Melissa Soltis) 

*We continue to (attempt) to collect event reports from committee chairs. We have gotten a few 
and will continue to reach out for those we don't receive. We will continue to reach out to 
committee chairs about upcoming events to help with planning and communication.  

*5th grade committees are starting to meet. 

*Family Nights continue with ongoing meetings (Wolf Pack in January, Duffy Dance). 

*Spirit wear orders to be distributed before Christmas. 

FUND-IT REPORT (submitted by Scott Falk) 

(1) November Fund-It:  Fund-It sold more than $18,000 of cards to over 100 families this month. 
One family didn’t receive $400 of cards but reported immediately; we cancelled the cards and 
didn’t take a loss; we haven’t heard of any other missing cards so far.   
 
(2) Fund-It and Whole Foods: for several years we’ve been able to purchase Whole Foods gift 
cards. If we purchased $1000 of cards we’d get a credit for $50 from WF (but no additional 
credit if we purchase more than that). The local store has been less supportive this year; we 
talked with corporate to straighten things out. The corporate folks asked us to switch to a 
different program starting in January, where we can purchase unlimited cards but we'll get only 
3% of the card costs (S&S is 5% to us plus we get A+ Rewards credit). 
 
My view: I’m not in favor of continuing the Whole Foods program to get 3%, particularly since 
folks often cancel their S&S cards when they are offered WF cards (so we lose 5% S&S 
revenue and replace it with 3% WF revenue).  Another problem is that we can’t cancel lost gift 
cards at WF (so when a card is missing but unused, Fund-It eats the face value of the card, 
which kills our profit).    
 
Potential good news: last December Whole Foods had a promotion to allow the purchase of gift 
cards at 10% discount.  I bought $5000 in December and we used the gift cards to fuel Fund It 
for 5 months.  This is a sweet deal - if they run the same promotion this year I plan to do the 
same thing and buy a bunch — instead of a 3% return we get 10%.  
 
(3) Fund-it succession planning: should start to identify volunteers to take over the Fund-It 
program for next year — ideally we should have them identified by late March so they have a 
couple of opportunities to be trained before school lets out.  Historically we’ve had 3 parents 
working on it to share the work, and at least one volunteer should have some bookkeeping or 
accounting knowledge (or at least have a lack-of-fear of numbers) or otherwise be modestly 
familiar with Intuit Quickbooks and Excel.   
 
(4) Parents’ Night Out - Funds via PayPal: For PNO, the Fund-It account was used together with 
PayPal for ticket sales and purchases.  PayPal puts a 30 day hold on a portion of the funds 
received, but we should have access to all of the PNO funds by next week.  At that time I’ll print 



out the comprehensive PayPal ledger and will give a check from the Fund-It account to Karyn 
Turner or wherever you direct. 
 
BOE REPORT (submitted by Jessica Goldstein) 

October 4th, 2016 Meeting 
The Superintendent shared the District Profile and Performance Reports for the 2014-2015 
school year. The report is available on the WHPS web site: 
http://www.whps.org/page.cfm?p=1424. One highlight of the report is a district index of state 
assessment data.  

 

 

The district also shared results from the 2015 administration of Smarter Balanced (see below).  

http://www.whps.org/page.cfm?p=1424


 

 

 



 

October 18th, 2016 Meeting 
Mr. Chip Ward reported on actual enrollment figures for individual schools and the entire district. 
Duffy had a projected enrollment of 509 students. As of 9/30/16, there were 488 children 
enrolled in the school. Duffy is still the largest elementary school, followed by Wolcott with 472 
children and Bugbee with 420 children.  

The administration also presented a review of High School Advanced Placement (AP) Test 
Results. 

November 1st, 2016 Meeting 
The Board recommended approval of a number of revisions to Board of Education policies 
related to budgeting and capital improvement projects. 

Paul Vicinus presented the procedures for curriculum design and review. Curriculum reviews 
are done on a five-year cycle. In the 2016-2017 academic year, the district will review the 
curriculum in the following subjects: English Language Arts, School Counseling, Visual Arts, 
Extended Day, Literacy Internvention, and Health Services. Next year, the district will review the 
curriculum in the following subjects: Science, Career and Technology Education, Educational 
Technology, Transition Programs, Literacy Intervention, and Health Services.  
 

 
 
 
 


